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FROM PASTOR’S DESK

 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in 

Christ, 

 

“Batter Up!” Next fall the 

umpire will say one last time. 

The batter (I hope is a Mets) 

will swing and score the 

winning run of the 2021 world 

series. That run will conclude a 

“Championship Season.” But 

that is next fall. Now we are at  

 

 

the beginning of the baseball 

season. To have a 

“Championship Season” the 

athletes must start with the 

discipline of Spring Training.   

 

You and I are not NY Mets or 

Yankees. We are Christians. 

Our Championship Season 

begins each year with the 

discipline of Lent which is our 

Spring Training. Our regular 

ball game begins with the 

Easter and continues 

throughout the Easter Season. 

As Christian athletes we must 

keep in shape and play well 

every day in order to win the 

“Championship” in the 

kingdom of God.  
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Here are some questions we 

can ask if we are willing to be 

on the winning side: 

 

AM I putting Jesus first in every 

area of my life or am I still in 

charge? 

 

AM I putting a priority on 

fellowship and worship with 

fellow Christian believers? 

 

AM I praying and asking the 

Lord to help me to be available 

to witness for God each day? 

 

AM I seeking to love rather 

than hate or judge others? 

 

AM I willing to confess my sins 

and truly seek the Lord's 

forgiveness? 

 

 

 

AM I willing to completely let 

go of my selfish control to 

surrender and let God take 

over? 

 

These are just a few of the many 

reflective questions that you 

and I can ask and answer as we 

continue our regular season of 

2021. 

 

The Apostle Paul put it this 

way. “Athletes deny themselves 

all sorts of things. They do this 

to win a crown that is 

imperishable” (I Corinthians 

9:25). 

 

Go Christians! (And go Mets!) 

 

God loves you and so do I, 

 

Your Brother and Pastor  

Andrew  
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CHURCH NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Birthdays 

May 25 -  Carol Van Houten 

May 29 – Joyce Fulton 

May 29 – Linda Hackett 

May 30 – Ryan Paul Wendolowski 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Don Dages and Agnes Hill who were married on February 

28, 2021 at TUMC by Pastor Andrew Paek. We wish you much happiness. 
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CHURCH NEWS 

 

Challenges and Vision  

 
On Sunday April 11, 2021 a meeting was held after service regarding the future of TUMC. 

After several discussions, it was decided that the following will be part of the plan to keep 

TUMC open as a functioning church. 

 

1. Worship – Since the church re-opened for in person service, we are averaging 

between 5 to 7 people each week. While we are still fighting the Covid-19 virus, the 

church has tried to accommodate the congregation by having masks and hand 

sanitizer available in the narthex. Pews have been sectioned off and each seat 

cushion has tape applied six feet apart for safety. 

  Remote service will continue on Facebook, You Tube and Zoom as some are still  

          cautious abou attending service,  but it would be appreciated if people would start 

          coming back to service in person as much as possible since the Covid vaccine is now 

          available to everyone. 

 

2. Mission –  What is Mission, and why should we care? 

Submitted by Carol Van Houten 

 

Keith L. Callahan, an expert in church planning, wrote a book entitled “Twelve Keys 

to an Effective Church.”  “The first and most central characteristic of an effective, 

successful church,” he writes, “is its specific, concrete, missional objectives.” He 

continues, “Mission leads us beyond ourselves.  Whenever a local congregation is 

effectively engaged in missional outreach, that congregation is a group of people 

living beyond their preoccupation with themselves.  Precisely because they live 

beyond themselves, their strengths are commensurately developed, their vision is 

substantially lifted, and their energies are vitalized to new levels of living.”  In his 

book “A Church for the 21st Century” Leith Anderson explains mission this way: “The 

concept can be explained with many synonyms: mission, purpose, target, objective.  

It is carefully answering the questions: “Why do we exist? Where do we want to go? 

What do we want to happen?” 

 

So, why do we exist?  I suspect that the disciples must have asked that question when 

they met in the upper room after the crucifixion and death of Jesus.  Their friend and 

leader was laying in a tomb.  Their movement was dead.  They found comfort and 

perhaps companionship in that room.  They may have been content to stay closeted 

within the safe walls of that room, but that was not the mission that Jesus had 

prepared them for.  They had to leave that space and go out into the world to fulfill 

their mission and purpose. 
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And what was that mission?  “To proclaim release to the captives and the recovery of 

sight to the blind, to let the oppressed to free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 

favor” (Isaiah 61), “to feed God’s lambs, to tend God’s sheep, to feed God’s sheep” 

(John 21:15), “to love one another” as Jesus loved them (John 13:34). 

Now, back to us.  Our worship services are wonderful, but they are just the 

beginning.  Like the disciples, we have to leave the safety of our sanctuary and go out 

into the world.  What captives are we supposed to free?  What sight are we supposed 

restore?  What words do people need to hear?  How can we address oppression in our 

town, our state, our country and our world?  Who are we to tend?  To feed and 

nourish? To whom are we called to spread God’s love? 

 

What is our mission?  Our purpose?  Why do we exist?  These are the questions we 

must prayerfully and carefully answer if we are truly to be followers of Jesus 

   

3. Finances – Like all churches TUMC still needs monetary offerings whether you 

attend in person or online.  The pandemic along with lack of in person attendance has 

resulted in smaller tithes if any.  

 From: Balancing Everything.com 

The difference between the highest and the lowest weekly donations at Methodist churches 

is significant. Church giving statistics show that the lowest weekly giving is $11, while the 

highest is $206. These donations make for an average weekly church donation per attendee 

of $44. Among the 25 fastest-growing Methodist congregations the average church giving 

per member is $30 per week, i.e., lower by 32%. The average debt among the top 200 

Methodist churches is $2.75 million. 

With TUMC, the debt continues to grow with a very inefficient building and less 

tithes. If donations can increase by even a small amount, it won’t eliminate the debt 

but as the saying goes “every little bit helps.” 

 

Donations can still be given on www.gnjumc.org to our church. 

 

If there are any questions regarding TUMC expenses, you can contact Nancy Mecca. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

http://www.gnjumc.org/
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“VANTAGE POINT” MAY 2021 

“MEMORIAL” 
 

BY DOUG DUNLOP 

 

 
May is noted for a few special events, “Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, International 

worker’s day, victory celebrations in Russia, International distress call, In the song 

it’s “Full of Promises” Beginning of summer, “Around the Maypole” on and on. Our 

President has told us that by Memorial Day we may be able to get back to a more 

normal life with picnics and barbeques.  

A Marine Corps advertisement on TV speaks of the “Marine Corps Way of Life” to 

defend the “American Way of Life”.  

I started out with the idea of how Mother’s Day and Memorial Day are connected.  

Mothers raise their children with love and sometimes have to see them go off to war 

to give the ultimate sacrifice for the “American Way of Life”.  

I have had to shift my focus lately with all the news of mass shootings, police 

brutality, riots, “Black Lives Matter”.  

I have raised and lowered the flag outside the church more times than I can 

remember in the last few months. 

As I am writing this there is news of the trial of former officer Derek Chauvin for the 

death of George Floyd, another shooting on Long Island at a “Stop and Shop” 

“Accidental” shootings of innocent people by police,  

“No Knock Warrants”, but at the same time police at the Capitol and other places 

giving their lives to protect us. 

In the movie “West Side Story” there is a song,  

“A Policeman’s Life is Not a Happy One”.  

Police are given a mandate to “Protect and Serve” but they did not create the 

atmosphere of hatred and violence that exists in and is sometimes potentiated by 

our society. That is an issue for society as a whole. 
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The isolation, drugs, crime, and hatred all come together to make a “War Zone”, 

and as Winston Churchill once said, “In war there are no civilians”, there is always 

“Collateral Damage” incidents where innocents get caught in a crossfire.  

We do sometimes put police in an impossible position when there is no respect for 

justice and those who try to defend it are hated.  

People may say, as Cain said “Am I My Brother’s Keeper” but there is a 

fundamental law or “Biological Imperative” that we must all take care of each other 

for that is our strength as humans. Our Constitution says “Provide for the general 

welfare and promote domestic tranquility” which is the cornerstone of all 

government. 

Instead of “Law and Order” we need “Liberty and Justice for All”! As Jesus said 

whatever you give, the same will be returned to you” “Measure for Measure” as 

Shakespeare said.  

So until we have a society that promotes love and justice, there will always be crime 

and hatred and violence. 

 

“THE BROKEN FLAG” 
Upon the bridges’ railing, small flags were proudly hung. 

They fluttered in the summer wind, 

through rain and fog and sun. 

But next day I found them lying broken on the ground. 

The river rushing by seemed to make a sad sound. 

I placed them in the cemetery 

next to stones that marked the dead. 

Their spirits seemed to cry out “God Bless America” they said! 
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“FRIENDLY FIRE”  
(FOR BREONNA) 

 

“911” a call in the night, police came rushing to the site. 

Sirens blaring, guns at the ready, “Protect and Serve” grim faces steady. 

A face in the darkness, shots ring out, 

A voice from the dark cries out. 

“Please Don’t Shoot” was all it said, 

Too late, she is dead. 

In the heat of battle another innocent gone. 

Police say “We Did No Wrong”! 
 

“END OF WATCH” 
 

“Officers Down” on the news today! 

“Inspector’s Funeral” bagpipes will play! 

Bow your head and say a prayer, 

To end hatred and violence everywhere! 

But other victims also died, 

Other families also cried. 

Poverty and ignorance do their part 

To kill the love in the human heart, 

“Only Love can drive out Hate” 

Was what the great man said! 

If we do not stop the hate, 

More and more will be dead! 

 
Submitted by Doug Dunlop 
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HEAL OUR LAND 
Lyrics By Jaime Rivera 

 

If my people will humble themselves 
Humble themselves and pray 

If they seek my face and humble themselves 

And turn from their wicked ways 
 

I will hear from heaven and forgive their sins 
I will hear from heaven and heal their land 

 

Lord, heal our land 
Father, heal our land 

Hear our cry and turn our nation back to You 
Lord, heal our land 

Hear us oh, Lord, and heal our land 

Forgive our sin and heal our broken land 
 

Lord, we vow our knee, we humble ourselves 
Humble ourselves and pray 

Lord, we seek your face and humble ourselves 

And turn from my wicked ways 
 

Father in Your mercy, forgive our sins 
Father in Your mercy, come heal our land 

 

Lord, heal our land 
Father, heal our land 

Hear our cry and turn our nation back to You 
Lord, heal our land 

Hear us oh, Lord, and heal our land 

Forgive our sin and heal our broken land 
 

Lord, heal our land 
Father, heal our land 

Hear our cry and turn our nation back to You 

Lord, heal our land 
Hear us oh, Lord, and heal our land 

Forgive our sin and heal our broken land 
 

(Lord, heal our land 
Father, heal our land) 

Hear our cry and heal our broken land 
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May 2021 
 

 

May 5th – Cinco de Mayo    May 9th – Mother’s Day 

 

    

 

 

May 6th – National Day of Prayer                    May 21st- World Day for  

                   Cultural Diversity  
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KAREN ALWAYS SAID 

( PAD AND PENCONNECT WITH BRAIN) 

 

 

These are the eyes I use to read 

These are the eyes I use to write 

These are the eyes that are failing me now 

These are the eyes that blur through fog. 

 

These are the fingers I use to type fast 

These are the fingers that miss the keys 

These are the words that come out wrong: 

they are the and that and say and said, 

and they come out te and tht and sy and sid, 

and I know I hit those keys 

with the fingers I’ve been using 

since I was sixteen, when I never looked 

 

At the very blank keys 

on the mechanical typewriter 

we used in high school before electrics 

and I learned to type on them, 

hit the return with my pinkie, 

hit the shift key with my other pinkie. 

 

My computer has always loved me 

and I loved it back. 

But now I’m ninety. 

alas and alack— 

Will I have to return 

to pad and pen? 

Life might, indeed, 

be simpler then. 

 

 

                                                                                                Elizabeth Marchitti   

                                                                                                April 11, 2021                                                    
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                              THE SPIRIT 

Newsletter Editor  Renee Vetter 

Opinion Column  Doug Dunlop 

Please send your contributions for the JUNE 

issue of The Spirit by May 20, 2021 to the 

editor at reneev1@verizon.net. Consider 

events, news, stories, poems, recipes, or 

photos. Thank you. 
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