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FROM PASTOR’S DESK

 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

 

The resurrection is the center of our faith, it is the foundation of our 

Christian experience, and it is the goal towards which our lives 

move. The resurrection is of first importance to us, not because it is 

a nice ending to the story of Jesus, but because it is the beginning of 

our story, a story in which our faith can triumph over death (and the 

devastating effects of Covid 19) just as did the faith of Jesus.  

The Good News of Easter in not merely that Jesus rose again. It is 

also the Good News of our resurrection, or at least the potential for 

our resurrection. Easter is not just about Jesus coming back to life. 

It is about us coming to life as well.  
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As Christians we are urged over and over again to trust in and 

accept the reality of the resurrection and to make it a part of our 

lives through faith in Christ who rose from the grave to the eternal 

life.  

We are a people who are called to believe in the power and the love 

that it shows -- to believe in the power and love of God to bring 

goodness out of evil; life out of death; and hope out of despair.  

As Christians we are promised that when we trust and believe in 

this way, that our lives will be blest, and that we will be a blessing 

to others. We are promised that what we believe will make a 

difference to us. And indeed it does. God can bring a new life out of 

the old. God can bring good out of evil, love out of hate, joy out of 

fear, and hope out of despair. This is what we believe; and what we 

believe makes a difference. 

If you really "got it" then live it. Live your new life for Christ! So 

don't be bewildered or frightened. But go and tell the others. Tell 

them not only that He is alive. But that He made you alive too!  

There will be special opportunities to celebrate and proclaim the 

resurrection of our Lord and the new life of all believers at Totowa 

UMC during Holy Week and on Easter Sunday. These include: 

 

* Holy Thursday Service (online only): April 1st at 6:30 PM 

* Good Friday Service (in-person and online): April 2nd at 12 Noon 

* Easter Service (in-person and online): April 4th at 10AM 

 

We hope you can join us on Easter Sunday in celebrating Christ’s 

resurrection. Please invite the whole family, your friends and 

neighbors, too. 

 

In the joy of Christ, 

Pastor Andrew 



THE SPIRIT APRIL  2021   

 

TOTOWA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 3 

 

  

CHURCH NEWS 
 

 
  April Birthdays 

 

April 15 – Mark Sciacca 

April 24 - Dolores Randall 

 

 
Maundy Thursday Service (virtual only)  

Thursday, April 1, 2021@ 7:00 pm  
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CHURCH NEWS con’t 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Good Friday Service (virtual and in-person): 

Friday, April 2, 2021 @ 12:00 noontime 

 

 

CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY 
  

Easter Sunday April 4, 2021 
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CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY 
CHARLES WESLEY 

 

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia! 

Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia! 

Raise your joys and triumphs high, 

Alleluia! 

Sing, ye heavens, and earth, reply, 

Alleluia! 

Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia! 

Fought the fight, the battle won, Alleluia! 

Death in vain forbids His rise, Alleluia! 

Christ hath opened paradise, Alleluia! 

Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia! 

Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia! 

Once He died our souls to save, Alleluia! 

Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia! 

Soar we now where Christ hath led, 

Alleluia! 

Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 

Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia! 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, 

Alleluia! 

Hail the Lord of earth and heaven, 

Alleluia! 

Praise to Thee by both be given, Alleluia! 

Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia! 

Hail the Resurrection, thou, Alleluia! 

King of glory, Soul of bliss, Alleluia! 

Everlasting life is this, Alleluia! 

Thee to know, Thy power to prove, 

Alleluia! 

Thus to sing, and thus to love, Alleluia! 

 

 

Originally titled ‘Hymn for Easter Day,’ 

Charles Wesley published the well-loved 

anthem ‘Christ the Lord is Risen Today’ in 

1739 – which was within the first year of 

his conversion. The song had its debut 

during the first worship service at the 

Wesleyan Chapel in London, England 

known as the Foundry Meeting House. 

However, the original lines find their 

origin long before 1739. The inspiration 

for this hymn can be traced back to one 

written in Latin in the 14th century. In the 

early 1700s that song was translated into 

English and published as “Jesus Christ is 

Risen Today.” It was this short hymn that 

served as the building blocks for what 

would be adapted and expanded by 

Charles Wesley. 

There have been some changes over the 

years, and the song you are most familiar 

with is likely different than Wesley’s 

original composition. Originally the song 

consisted of eleven stanzas, without the 

“Alleluias!” that echoes throughout the 

unfolding celebration of Christ’s 

Resurrection. 

The original tune that Wesley used for it is 

also different than what you’re used to 

hearing. An unknown editor later changed 

the tune to accommodate the alleluias at 

the end of each line. 

Although many hymnals feature a much 

shorter version of this hymn – often just 

four stanzas – versions of this hymn have 

been enthusiastically sung in Easter 

services for over 280 years.
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VANTAGE POINT FOR APRIL 2021 

“QUO VADIS” 
BY DOUG DUNLOP 

 

 

The Latin Phrase “Quo Vadis” 

comes from an Apocryphal book 

of the Bible “The Acts of Peter”. 

It includes a battle in Rome 

between Peter and a false prophet 

and Peter fleeing from Rome to 

avoid being crucified by the 

Emperor Nero. On the road he 

meets Jesus. Peter asks him 

“Where are You Going” (Quo 

Vadis) and Jesus replies “I am 

going to Rome to be crucified 

again” (Romam eo Iterum 

Crucifige).  

The Acts of Peter while not in 

the Bible has influenced many of 

the traditions of Christianity. 

According to the research I have 

done prior to writing this, the 

Gospel of Mark was actually a 

reflection of the sermons of 

Peter. 

Mark or John Mark was born in 

Alexandria to a Greek father and 

as Jewish mother Miriam. John 

was a popular Jewish name while 

Mark was a Greek name. 

They moved from Alexandria 

when Mark was young because 

of raids from Berber tribesmen 

and moved to Judea. Mark’s 

mother’s house may have been 

the place where the “Last 

Supper” was held, and Mark as a 

young man may have been 

present there and also in the 

garden of Gethsemane. His 

association with Peter was 

affirmed by the scholars Tertullia 

of Carthage in 207 AD and 

Clement of Alexandria in 180 

AD though modern scholars 

dispute this. It is said that Mark 

was baptized by Peter who 

considered him almost as a son. 

 It is also said that Mark traveled 

with Paul and Barnabas for a 

time and then had to return 
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home, later causing a split 

between Paul and Barnabas, 

He then traveled with Peter, 

acting as scribe and interpreter 

since he could speak several 

languages.  

(It is possible that Peter as a 

fisherman could not read or 

write). 

The facts are disputed by experts, 

but any time “Experts” are 

involved there are bound to be 

disputes. 

 My old shop teacher at 

Memorial School Gus DeMaio 

defined expert as being “Ex” as 

in used to be and “Spurt” water 

under pressure. Which is why it 

is sometimes very difficult to 

make sense of the Bible?  

The words are true, but the 

interpretations differ. So that is 

the problem. 

Shakespeare, I believe said “Let 

every man follow his own 

guide”! 

The banner of this newsletter 

lists my Vantage as “Opinion” 

but the reality is that it is my 

search for some truth or meaning. 

My “Opinion” matters little but 

as Jesus said, “The Truth Will 

Set You Free”. 

So now we are on the road to 

recovery from the great Covid 19 

virus pandemic. Like Saul on the 

road to Damascus or Peter on the 

road out of Rome we have to 

make decisions on where we and 

the church are going from here. 

Do we return to the same 

“Normal” or has the pandemic 

highlighted some of the failures 

of our society? 

Just as the Israelites at the 

Passover and the Exodus we 

must move forward toward a 

resurrection of our faith. 

The lessons of the Bible are clear 

enough, but instead of closing the 

book we need to continue 

studying and praying to 

understand their true meaning. 

Returning to those truths and 

traditions that are true and 

leaving behind those false 

prophets of society.  
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EASTER MEMORIES 
SUBMIITED BY RENEE VETTER 

 
HOLY THURSDAY AND GOOD FRIDAY 

Being in Catholic Church and school, each year you prepared for these events. A few weeks 

before both Holy Thursday and Good Friday, the sixth, seventh and eighth grade girls were 

pulled from class for an hour or so and we went downstairs to the basement of the school where 

there was a piano. Singing in the choir was mandatory. Practice, practice, practice. 

We were given a type of brochure which had words that actually sounded like chanting once you 

sang them. The priest started and we responded back and forth until the mass was over.  

Good Friday was different where no music was played, just chanting. I can still see Sister Mary the 

perfectionist at the organ upstairs in the church balcony where we sang.  

These two events are memorable for me to this day. The ceremony was almost magical if you will. 

The smell of incense, the solemness of the mass. I liked watching everything that happened while 

up in that balcony. 

EASTER 

There are a few outstanding memories about Easter. 

The first was dressing up for church. In those days, people dressed up. I had my light blue spring 

like coat and white large, brimmed hat. I still didn’t have the right shoes, so my sister took me 

every place that sold shoes. At that time square toed shoes were in style. I hated square toed 

shoes. Feet looked stupid in those. We were out for hours with no luck. She finally drove to Van 

Houten Avenue in Paterson where there was what we now know as an outlet. There they were!! A 

pair of white pointed toe pumps that looked like a basket weave design. I was happy and I’m sure 

my sister was relieved (and exhausted). 

Another tale was the Easter that I was prepared for with my Spring “ensemble”. That was until I 

woke up and found out it had snowed, a lot! My father told me “You can’t go to church in those 

heels.” I would have tried but he won. So, I sadly put on my winter coat and boots and trudged off 

to church. You can bet the following Sunday when the snow had melted considerably, I had those 

heels on.  

The last memory was dyeing Easter eggs with that PAAS Easter egg kit sold in the A & P. There 

was one egg that came out really beautiful. It was a turquoise color. I had written my name on the 

egg with the wax crayon that came with the kit before dyeing the egg. The name showed up 

clearly after pulling the egg from the liquid. I didn’t want to eat that egg. It was too pretty.  
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EASTER MEMORIES (CON’T) 
 

My friend Denise came over and she was looking at the dyed eggs. She picked up my precious 

egg and accidentally dropped it on the floor. The apology was there but I was very unhappy.  

There were other colored eggs but not like my special one. My father offered to try and dye 

another egg but I refused saying that color could never be the same. 

Life went on.  

 

Easter Story 

A version of a true story, by Elizabeth Marchitti, The Mom 

Once upon a time, in the city of Paterson, a family lived on the third floor of a very old house. The 

rooms were quite comfortable, they were heated by a large electric heater in the living room, and 

an old-fashioned oil-burning stove in the kitchen, one half for burning oil for heat, the other half 

with gas burners for cooking, and a very efficient oven beneath.  This may sound strange, but that 

is how stoves were, back in the mid-fifties.  The apartment had two bedrooms, a dining room 

which was never used for dining, but as a living room, instead.  There was one more room, which 

faced Union Avenue, where the traffic proved very interesting to the four children of the family.   

The youngest, a handsome little boy of three years, learned to distinguish between the sound of a 

bus and a truck.  The children were always warned not to touch the windows or the screens, as 

they were on the third floor.  They were obedient children as well as beautiful, so they listened to 

Mom and Dad. 

Because the house was very old and drafty, the front room was closed off during the winters, and 

the bedroom moved to the back of the house, where, of course, a bedroom should be.  There was 

a huge sliding door to close off the front room, so there was no looking at the traffic in the winter.   

One year, the whole family having caught the flu right after Christmas, the parents had no time to 

untrim their huge Christmas tree, so moved the whole thing into the front room, “the cold room.” 

There never seemed to be the right time to untrim the tree and put the Christmas decorations 

away.  So the Mom of the family began to call it “The Easter Tree.” and it came down when the 

warmth of spring returned, and the parent’s bedroom was moved back to “the front room.” 

 

The family had a pizza party to celebrate, got all dressed up to attend Church on Easter, and lived 

happily ever after (mostly--) 
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"He Lives!" 
by Edward Nickerson 

 
 

 

I gazed upon a guarded Tomb, 
Like I had never seen before. 
As workman sealed a stone in place, 
A huge stone blocked the door. 
And soldiers there in uniform, 
What matter could this be? 
To put a guard on a dead man's Tomb 
Didn't make much sense to me. 
 
As I hid inside the tree line there, 
Astonished look upon my face! 
Was I even safe to view that scene, 
As each soldier took their place. 
The other tombs the doors slammed shut, 
No need of a guarded defense. 
To protect a tomb of the dead remains, 
Did it really then make sense? 
 
What could there be in a rock carved 
hole, 
To need to guard that way, 
To place a watch of soldiers then, 
A sentinel both night and day. 
A soldier standing each side the door, 
Their backs against the Tomb. 
And standing guard with stone cast face, 
What were they expecting so soon? 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The graveyard, oh, so still that day! 
The tombs all washed and white. 
To keep the Jews from walking near, 
Yet keeping tombs within their sight. 
I watched until the Sabbath done, 
A new day now at my hand, 
I stumbled on toward my home, 
As darkness hid the land. 
 
Next day! I go back to the place, 
Where I had carefully left last night. 
As darkness slowly creeps away, 
Before morning turns to light. 
The ground it shook as not before, 
All soldiers were asleep. 
No guards around an opened Tomb, 
No one in there to keep. 
 
An angel sent from heaven that day, 
He rolled away that stone. 
He says to Mary "you can look inside," 
For no one now is at home. 
 
"Risen," as he said He would, 
So "go tell to all His friends!" 
And the story now passed on to you, 
"He's risen!" Will never end! 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.christart.com/poet/edward-nickerson


THE SPIRIT APRIL  2021   

 

TOTOWA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 11 

 

EARTH DAY APRIL 22, 2021 
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THE SPIRIT 

 
Newsletter Editor  Renee Vetter 

Opinion Column  Doug Dunlop 

Please send your contributions for the MAY 

issue of The Spirit by April 20, 2021 to the 

editor at reneev1@verizon.net. Consider 

events, news, stories, poems, recipes, or 

photos. Thank YOU. 
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