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FROM PASTOR’S DESK
"God created people in God's
image; in the divine image God
created them..." (Genesis 1:27).
Yet the "crash" with sin and evil
have left us and our world
terribly disfigured.

Dear Sisters and Brothers in
Christ,
It was a heart-rending
experience. Beth was a beautiful
young woman. The automobile
accident left her face terribly
disfigured. Had great hope for
her. It would take a long series
of painful surgical procedures
but eventually Beth emerged
from them restored and
radiantly beautiful.
We are truly beautiful people.
After all, we were created in the
very image of God.
TOTOWA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Jesus has great hope for us.
Jesus gives us great hope. It took
a painful procedure to transform
us. "God made him who did not
know sin to be sin so that in him
we might become the very
holiness of God." (2 Corinthians
5:21)
He took our sins upon himself our disfigurement - and entered
the operating suite of Golgotha.
There he went through a terribly
painful procedure - the
crucifixion. The operation was a
success. Restoration had been
achieved. Victory was won.
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However, we must now let it
happen to us in our time and in
our places.
Lent is indeed a hard time. It is
a time to look in the mirror of
truth and see how disfigured the
"accident" of sin and evil has
made us individually and
collectively. Lent is also a time
and place of hope. The very
person and Spirit of Jesus is
among us. We are assured of
victory if we but become one with
Jesus in the transforming
procedure of salvation.
Lent is the time and place to
confess. We need to confess the
disfigurement of sins. We need to
confess and bring to the Lord
Jesus our sins and those of the
world - the ones that are
personal and corporate
(selfishness, dishonesty, lust,
anger, environmental pollution,
militarism, racism, addictions,
conspicuous consumption, and
the like).
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Lent is a transforming time. In
union with the sacrifice of Jesus
on Calvary, we go through
something of a surgical
procedure. The love and sacrifice
of the crosscut away all that is
ugly in us and reorders us into
the very "image of God."
Lent leads to perfection. With
Jesus we emerge from the
recovery room of the tomb
perfectly restored. We have our
sins and disfigurements and we
also have Jesus Christ. Let us
give ourselves to his curative
powers and then we and our
world will be truly and
beautifully restored.
Yes, Lent is heart rending. It is
also glorious and it leads to an
Easter Resurrection!
God loves you and so do I!
Andrew, your pastor

Lent is a heart-rending time.
"Rend your hearts, not your
garments, and return to the Lord
your God." (Joel 2:13). It is a
time of repentance and change.
TOTOWA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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CHURCH NEWS

March Birthdays

7 - Pam Gass
10 - Donna Murray
13 - Janice Defaro
16 - Elizabeth Marchitti
23 - Chuck Willer
24 - Ruth McManamey

March 28, 2021

TOTOWA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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VANTAGE POINT FOR MARCH 2021

“BRING THEM IN”
BY DOUG DUNLOP

We have finally made it through the worst of the winter, looking forward
to the end of the Corona Virus Pandemic, Spring, St. Patrick’s Day,
Easter, Baseball, and seeing grandchildren again after a long year of
having to isolate and wear masks everywhere we go.
Finally we have the vaccine which despite the objections of the “Anti
Vaxxers” is really just a part of God’s own way of protecting us by giving
us a strong immune system.
March is named for the Roman god Mars who in addition to being a god
of war was also a god of agriculture. Agricultural societies based much of
their activities on the seasons.
March was also the first month of the year in the Roman calendar being
the coming of spring.
In this article I am going to try to use the celebration of St. Patrick’s day to
make a connection to the mission of the church to spread the gospel.
I think everybody knows the story of St. Patrick, he was a Romanized
Briton in the 5th century A.D. member of a religious family. He was
kidnapped by slave traders and brought to Ireland where he worked as a
shepherd for six years. He spent a long time praying and one day in a
dream God told him it was time to go home. But he wasn’t satisfied with
the comfort of home, and God told him in a dream to take religious
training and eventually he returned to Ireland. Many legends are told,
one we all know is how he used the Shamrock to show how God could be
“Three in One” the Trinity.

TOTOWA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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VANTAGE POINT FOR MARCH 2021
continued
We celebrate St. Patrick’s day on March 17th, the day of his death, and
coincidentally the date of the Irish pagan festival of “Ostara”, the spring
equinox.
The Roman church based their policy of missionary activity on a
scriptural verse in Luke 14:23 “And the Lord said unto his servant, go into
the highways and hedges and compel them to come in, that my house
may be filled”. The church called this policy “Compelle Intrare” (compel
them to come in).
Maybe it should be “Invite Them In” because Jesus also said “If any town
rejects you, turn and wipe the dust off your feet”.
Throughout the history of the church there were many cases of forced
conversions, leading to wars and inquisitions against those “Heretics”
and “Pagans”, in many cases doing more harm than good.
Returning to John Locke’s Treatise on Tolerance which greatly influenced
our concept of “Freedom of Religion”, Locke said that tolerance of
different religious viewpoints was good because only in that way can we
learn what is true. He urged that religion should not be forced on people
by wars but by logic and reasoning. He expressed it as “Tabula Rasa”,
the open mind which God gave us to learn by reason.
“Arise, be enlightened O Jerusalem, for Thy light is come, and the glory
of the lord is risen upon Thee, and the gentiles shall walk in Thy light”
I could go on about all the good and bad missionary work has done but
this is getting rather long so I will conclude by saying if one listens to the
true meaning of the scripture, we are all people of God and the truth is
the truth for all.
TOTOWA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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MARCH 2021
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S
DAY
MARCH 8TH (UN)

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
BEGINS (SPRING AHEAD)
MARCH 14TH

TOTOWA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

ST. PATRICK’S DAY
MARCH 17TH

INTERNATIONAL DAY TO
ELIMINATE RACIAL
SEGREGATION
MARCH 21ST
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SPRING 2021
Black, White and Red Spring Poem
It’s the downy woodpecker
he walks down a maple branch
backwards on his way
to the suet.
His badge, the red dot
on the top of his head.
March 16, 2020
Elizabeth Marchitti

In March
Birds write their own poems
without conscious thought,
as they compose their melodies.

One shiny black grackle,
balanced by his tail,
diagonals down
from the pine to the feeder--

An early spring poem.

Elizabeth Marchitti

TOTOWA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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ST. PATRICKS DAY
Mulligan Stew

Submitted by Doug Dunlop
When I was little, my mother was sick for a while, I don’t really know why. I
remember waving to her in the hospital window. My father tried his best to take
care of us. I remember “Mulligan Stew” also called “Hobo Stew” where everyone
put in a little of whatever they had.
So this is my memory of Mulligan Stew, I hope it will bring a smile to you!
Company’s coming, what should, I do.
Nothing to eat but “Mulligan Stew”.
A little of this and a little of that, better hide it from the cat.
Carrots and onions and meat and such,
a little spice, not too much.
The doorbell’s ringing, company’s here,
please come in and take a chair.
It’s my son’s friend and her three kids,
I hope they like what I did.
“It smells so good, the food that you made,
I will give it a perfect grade.
Before we go out the door,
may I please have some more”!

TOTOWA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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Newsletter Editor

Renee Vetter

Opinion Column

Doug Dunlop

Please send your contributions for the APRIL
issue of The Spirit by March 20, 2021 to the
editor at reneev1@verizon.net. Consider
events, news, stories, poems, recipes, or
photos. Thank YOU.
TOTOWA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

WORSHIP SUNDAY 10AM
105 CHURCH ST. TOTOWA NJ 07512
PH. 973-790-5961
TOTOWAUMC@GMAIL.COM
WWW.TOTOWAUMC.ORG
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