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FROM PASTOR’S DESK

 

 

 

Our lives have been affected in so many 

ways by this coronavirus pandemic that 

has turned our lives upside down. We 

have been struggling to find ways to 

tolerate stay at home orders. To learn 

new routines within our social isolation 

and for many to incorporate the 

education of their children during the day 

while schools remain closed. And above 

all, our stress and anxieties are peaked by 

the fear of contracting coronavirus as we 

see each day the numbers of confirmed 

positive cases and deaths from COVID-

19.  

 

Our sorrows run especially deep as we 

experience the reality of death or the 

struggling for survival of friends or 

family members as a result of this disease. 

Furthermore we see many around us, if 

not even ourselves, who have lost jobs. 

Jobs that have sustained them and their 

families just disappeared literally 

overnight as the U. S. economy had to 

shut down in order to stop the spread of 

the virus.  

And furthering these emotions, people of 

faith are experiencing a great suffering of 

their spirit through the ongoing inability 

to worship as a church community in 

their sacred place. Our worship 

experience is only limited to livestreaming 

video broadcasts on our computers and 

smart phones. Even though we appreciate 

how technology has allowed us to worship 

virtually and remain connected to loved 

ones, but we realize that it is no 

replacement for personal connection. 

More than ever I miss the personal and 

physical encounters with others.  
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Through this experience, however, we 

have come to realize a deep sense of 

gratitude for those who are continuing the 

frontline battle against this disease. Those 

doctors and nurses, all hospital workers, 

who are putting their lives on the line to 

save others. And for all those essential 

workers, grocery store clerks, delivery 

drivers, postal workers, food service and 

supply warehouse workers, all doing their 

part to help us endure and survive within 

our new isolated realities. 

During the course of all of this, we have 

witnessed a tremendous rise in the acts of 

kindness and volunteerism within our 

communities. Everything from making 

protective masks, preparing food for 

hospital and nursing home workers, to 

fund raising for many people who need 

help due to the collateral damage being 

done by COVID-19.   

What we now feel must serve as the spark 

needed to light the flame of desire to do 

more to be present to those among us who 

are suffering. As a people of faith, we can 

and must emerge from this pandemic 

more empathetic than ever to one 

another.  

Therefore, let us not forget the risks 

doctors and nurses, and essential workers 

have taken, the sacrifices they have made, 

and the heavy demand placed on those 

professions. I hope more people stop to 

say thank you to those who keep us well. 

Let us continue to pray for all caregivers 

that God will bless their heroic efforts 

with God’s peace and love. And let us 

carry with us the acts of kindness we have 

heard of and witnessed during this time 

as we recall in John 10:10 which tells us 

that “I (Christ) came so that they might 

have life and have it more abundantly.” 

Let us remember that our actions really 

do matter! 

In God’s Service, 

  

Pastor Andrew 

 

 

Picture Contributed by Doug Dunlop 
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

 

 
 

September 10 - Jack Murray 

September 23 – Robert Carlson

 

 

Anniversary News 

September 8 

John and Betty Marchitti 

Married 69 years  

Congratulations!! 

 

 

That Year 

Remember the year that Stella and Syd 

danced the shag in the Totowa Pool, 

in water waist deep? 

She was 78, I believe, and he a bit 

younger. 

Dancing without music, 

not a fancy flamenco, 

just a South Carolina shag, 

accompanied by laughter. 

 

 

Remember that year? 

Syd’s wife Erika watched. 

I, never a dancer, watched too. 

Stella said she could never dance on land, 

it made her dizzy. 

 

How sweet it is, to remember that year. 

 By Betty Marchitti 
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SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 
Submitted by Doug Dunlop 

INTRODUCTION 

On September 11 2001, New York’s Bravest and Finest responded to the WTC disaster. A 

total of 403 were killed so by poetic license I will call them “The 400”. The parallels to 

Tennyson’s “Charge of the Light Brigade” include confusion, lack of communication, 

Rivalries, and heroes bravely sacrificing their lives for a hopeless cause. 

“The Charge to the Towers” 

It was a sunny day that fateful day when the 

planes hit the Trade Center Towers. 

100 stories high, reaching the sky was the scene 

of incredible horrors. 

The Bravest and Finest were called to the scene 

and charged with all their speed. 

Who could imagine the terror they’d face, who 

could have done such a deed? 

Fire to the right of them, explosions to the left 

of them bodies in front of them blown asunder.  

Up the stairs, up the stairs, onward and 

onward, into the towers of death went the 400. 

Who can explain all the blunders that day that 

lead to the deaths in those hours. 

Theirs not to make reply, theirs but to do and 

die, while trying not to cry, into the towers of 

death went the 400. 

Bravely they went into the fray, to rescue those 

in the towers that day. 

Bravely they gave their own lives away, noble 

400 

Radios silent, what should we do? Nobody 

knew they weren’t working. 

No way to find what was happening.  

Blinded by smoke and burning. 

Miscommunications everywhere who’s in 

charge?  

Who’s out there? 

Stay where you are it’s safer here, no one 

thought of collapsing. 

People falling through the air, better that than 

burning. 

Bravely they gave themselves, to save the 

helpless, the noble 400. 

Honor the memory of that day, honor the price 

they paid. 

Forever we shall say Noble 400. 
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NEVER FORGET 

 

 
STORIES FROM TWO SURVIVORS 

Gennelle Guzman-MacMillan was the last survivor pulled from World Trade Center. She 
was on the 64th floor of the WTC's north tower, and despite her religious upbringing, she 
was getting along fine without God in her life, having rejected Him long ago. But while 
being trapped for 27 hours in the rubble she found strength to pray and pray until she 
was finally rescued. Her story became a book called Angel in the Rubble: the Miraculous 
Rescue of 9/11's Last Survivor." I prayed and I prayed, and I just beg and beg and asked 
God for a second chance." 

 

John Morabito, a firefighter, recalls that in that mad rush to put on fire protection gear 
that day, many grabbed the wrong jackets before entering the burning towers. He is 
among the 9/11 brave veterans who survived the tragedy. 

John was there on the front line and witnessed the tragedy unfolding, and amazing 
survived. He now testifies he believes that God had a bigger plan for him and he wants 
live his life with renewed purpose.

The fire department was able to save about 30,000 people from the tragic events on 9/11, but 

the disaster still claimed about 2,819 lives. We honor their memories and remember them and 

all those affected by the tragic events of 9/11. 
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REMEMBERING 9/11 

  

 

Do I remember that day? 

A perfect September day, 

sunshine, not hot, not cold, 

three days after our wedding 
anniversary. 

 

I had just turned on the T.V. 

and saw a plane hit the first building, 

I think it was the south tower. 

It didn’t seem like much, 

perhaps a simple accident, 

a careless pilot, eyes blinded 

by that golden sun. 

 

But it was more.  Phone calls 

back and forth, daughters and I 

discussing what it could be, 

till before too long, buildings 

crumbled. How could this happen?

 

Days of silence.  No planes in the air. 

So many deaths, and then the wars: 

Afghanistan, Iraq, was it worth it? 

Did it solve anything? Or make it 
worse? 

 

Now the pandemic, more deaths than 

in any wars. As I said to my grandson, 

when the doctors discovered his 
cancer: 

“Is it possible that God 

is trying to tell you something?” 

Twenty-nine years old, he’s fine, now. 

 

As we will be: 

under the shelter of His wings. 

 

 

Elizabeth Marchitti 

August 5, 2020
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DOUG’S VANTAGE POINT FOR SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

 

There is an old song by the Beatles, “Places I Remember”, as we enter another September, in the 

midst of this terrible “Covid 19” epidemic and quarantine, eighteen years after the tragedy of the 

World Trade Center, and the following wars against terrorism, we spend a lot of time alone, thinking 

of old friends and “Faces We Remember”. Like the song says, some are dead and some are living, moved 

away with new lives but still the old memories.  

I wasn’t sure if I was going to continue writing this article as it’s a little divergent from the usual but 

Renee encouraged me and when I heard that old song I thought of all the faces and people I have known 

in the church. I must have had a premonition because not long after I heard of the death of Jim 

Gibbons. He was a classmate of mine at Passaic Valley and a friend at church for years. I remember 

at committee meetings he would always say “I move that the meeting be adjourned’. I think we disagreed 

on politics but he was always very knowledgeable about the subject. I knew he was sick but I hadn’t 

seen him for a while so it was a shock to hear that he was gone. 

Other things that I have seen and heard lately made me realize how fragile life is. 
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A young friend of mine posted on Facebook today, the anniversary of the death of a newborn baby, I 

told her it was also my wife’s birthday.  

Do they have birthdays in Heaven? Jesus told us that in Heaven we would be “Like the Angels”! 

Sometimes people say that at funerals “God needed another angel !  

This makes some people angry “Why didn’t God just make another angel” they say.  

So hard to understand, better not to say anything I think.  

At Jim’s funeral I stayed in the background as much as possible. Funerals are so emotional we have to 

be careful what we say and do. 

God really didn’t promise us an easy life. Jesus also said “In this world you will have troubles but fear 

not. I have conquered the world”! 

I have been involved with this church and other churches all my life. Boy Scouts, Sunday School 

Choir, So many friends gone, I remember them all. Helen, Frank, Sam, Edna, Ruth Former Pastors 

Mr. Perry and Dr. Yetter Florence Shirley Mr. Young Mr, Johnson My mother and Father, Mr. 

Ziegler, many others .  

Some also gone from our church to other lives, Carletta, Joyce, Chuck,Myungim Kim so many of our 

young people married and moved on to new lives. 

As Thomas Wolfe wrote “We can’t go home again” though the faces we remember are still in 

our hearts, we must keep moving forward to the new life that Jesus promised us. 
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HYMN OF THE MONTH 
"What a Friend We Have in Jesus" - United Methodist Hymnal #526 

 

This hymn is originally written by Joseph M. Scriven as a poem in 1855 to 

comfort his mother, who was living in Ireland while he was in Canada. The tune 

to the hymn was composed by Charles Converse in 1868. William Bolcom 

composed a setting of the hymn. 

 

Joseph Scriven was born in Ireland in 1820. He was educated at Trinity College 
in Dublin and was engage to be married. The evening before their wedding, 
Scriven's fiance drowned. This tragedy coupled with difficult family 
relationships, caused Joseph to begin following the practices and teaches of the 
Plymouth Brethren. Shortly after moving to Canada to become a teacher, Scriven 
became engaged to Eliza Roche. Tragedy struck again and Eliza passed away from 
illness shortly before marriage. 
 
A shattered Scriven turned to the only thing that had anchored him during his 
life — his faith. Through prayer and Bible study he found not just solace, but a 
mission. The twenty-five year old Scriven took a vow of poverty, sold all of his 
earthly possessions, and vowed to give his life to the physically handicapped and 
financially destitute. 
 

Ten years later Scriven received word that his mother had become very ill. The 
man who had taken a vow of poverty did not have the funds to go home to help 
care for her. Heartsick, and feeling a need to reach out to her, he wrote the story 
of his life in three short verses he called “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” 
 

The text of the hymn is a reflection of some of Scriven’s life experiences. Scriven’s 
hymn does not directly quote any particular Scripture passage, but it carries 
many scriptural ideas. The hymn has sometimes been criticized for being overly 
self-centred and for saying little about Jesus, other than that he is a faithful and 
sympathetic friend. But it clearly has a special place in the affections of many 
people. One reason may be its emphasis on the value of prayer in adversity—the 
injunction “take it to the Lord in prayer” occurs no less than four times. 
 

It was the great American evangelist Dwight L. Moody who gave the song a 
national platform. Moody incorporated this song in his sermons, writings, and 
teachings. This caused many people to believe that the song is an American hymn. 
Not so. It was written by an Irishman in Canada. 
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“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 

 

What a friend we have in Jesus, 

all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry 

everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, 

O what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry 

everything to God in prayer. 

 

 Have we trials and temptations? 

Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged; 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful 

who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

 Are we weak and heavy laden, 

cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge; 

take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 

Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In his arms he'll take and shield thee; 

thou wilt find a solace there. 
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FIND HELP IN THE BIBLE 

IF YOU 

Are challenged by opposition     Ephesians 6 | Philippians 4 

Are facing a crisis     Job 28:12-18 | Proverbs 8 | Isaiah 55 

Are impatient     Psalm 40 | Psalm 90 | Hebrews 12 

Have lost a loved one     1 Corinthians 15 | 1 Thessalonians 4:13 to 5:28 | Revelation 21 & 22 

Are bored     2 Kings 5 | Job 38 | Psalm 103 | Psalm 104 | Ephesians 3 

Have a grudge     Luke 6 | 2 Corinthians 4 | Ephesians 4 

Have experienced severe losses     Colossians 1 | 1 Peter 1 

Need forgiveness     Matthew 23 | Luke 15 | Philemon 

Are sick or in pain     Psalm 6 | Psalm 39 | Psalm 41 | Psalm 47 | Isaiah 26 | James 5:13-19 

WHEN 

You need peace    John 14 | Romans 8 

You face new responsibility    Joshua 1:1-9 | Proverbs 2 | 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 

You are anxious for a loved one    Psalm 121 | Luke 17 

You are discouraged     Psalm 23 | Psalm 42 | Psalm 43 

Things are going from bad to worse    2 Timothy 3 | Hebrews 13 

Friends seem to desert you     Matthew 5 | 1 Corinthians 13 

Sorrow overcomes you     Psalm 46 | Matthew 28 

Things look depressing    Psalm 34 | Psalm 71 | Isaiah 40 

You can't sleep    Psalm 4 | Psalm 56 | Psalm 130 

You have had an argument     Matthew 18 | Ephesians 4 | James 4 Tired Psalm 95:1-7 | Matthew 11 

Worried     Psalm 46 | Matthew 6 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph%206
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Phil%204
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Job%2028.12-18
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Prov%208
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Isa%2055
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%2040
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%2090
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Heb%2012
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor%2015
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Thess%204.13
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rev%2021
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Revelation%2022
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/2%20Kings%205
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Job%2038
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%20103
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%20104
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph%203
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Luke%206
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/2%20Cor%204
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph%204
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Col%201
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Pet%201
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Matt%2023
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Luke%2015
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%206
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%2039
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%2041
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%2047
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Isa%2026
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/James%205.13-19
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/John%2014
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Rom%208
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Josh%201.1-9
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Prov%202
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/2%20Cor%208.1-15
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%20121
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Luke%2017
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%2023
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%2042
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%2043
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/2%20Tim%203
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Heb%2013
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Matt%205
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Cor%2013
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%2046
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Matt%2028
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%2034
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%2071
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Isa%2040
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%204
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%2056
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%20130
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Matt%2018
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Eph%204
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/James%204
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%2095.1-7
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Matt%2011
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%2046
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Matt%206
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                              THE SPIRIT 

Newsletter Editor  Renee Vetter 

Administrative Support Maureen Grant 

Opinion Column  Doug Dunlop 

Please send your contributions for the 

OCTOBER issue of The Spirit by September 

20, 2020 to the editor at 

reneev1@verizon.net. Consider events, 

news, stories, poems, recipes, or photos. 

THANK YOU! 
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