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4 WAYS TO HAVE A RADICAL CHRISTMAS
By  Pastor  Teresita  Matos-Post  
  
          This  week  I  heard  on  the  news  that  more  and  
more  families  are  joining  the  no-gifts  on  Christmas  
movement.  
I  sense  that  at  the  heart  of  this  movement,  is  our  
desire  to  find  deeper  meaning  in  our  celebrations.    
How  many  more  ties  can  father  have?  And  do  we  
really  need,  yet  another  mug  with  a  “punny”  joke?    If  
I  am  honest,  I  am  not  a  big  fan  of  the  movement.    I  
love  to  give  gifts.  Even  when  is  hard  and  stressful  to  
find  the  elusive  “perfect  gift”.    Isn’t  gift  giving  part  of  
spreading  joy  and  enriching  the  spirit  of  sharing?                                          
Perhaps,  there  are  others  ways.  
  
          A  few  years  ago,  I  was  introduced  to  the  Advent  
Conspiracy.    Three  pastors  suffering  of  FOMO  (Fear  
of  Missing  Out)  during  the  advent  season,  wanted  to  
recapture  the  mystery  and  awe  of  the  narrative  of  
Jesus’  birth  in  their  own  lives.    They  came  up  with  
four  tenets  
to  guide  us  through  the  Christmas  season.    Using  
these  four  principles:    Worship  Fully,  Spend  Less,  
Give  More,  Love  All,  I  will  offer  my  own  reflection  
through  Jesus’s  birth  narratives  and  simple  
application  to  our  hectic  lives.  
  
#1    SPEND  LESS  
The  stable  was  not  Joseph’s  and  Mary’s  first  choice  
to  as  the  place  to  give  birth  to  Jesus  that  night.    But  
the  image  of  a  grateful  mother,  wrapping  her  baby  in  
cloths  and  placing  him  on  a  manger,  inspires  me  to  
be  content  with  what  I  have  available.      
  
The  call  to  spend  less  is  really  to  be  conscientious  
about  our  shopping  habits,  and  how  do  they  impact  
communities  in  other  countries,  and  our  
environment.    Have  you  noticed  most  toys  are  made  

of  plastic?    Uh-oh  I  am  starting  to  sound  like  the  
Grinch.    Any  who,  this  is  not  about  not  spending  
money  at  all,  but  about  assessing  what  we  have  and  
find  contentment  in  those  blessings.    
  
#2    GIVE  MORE      
When  you  spend  less,  you  may  have  a  little  extra  to  
give.    The  shepherds  were  at  the  lowest  strata  of  
society  in  the  time  of  Jesus’  birth.    Angels  invite  
them  to  come  pay  a  visit  to  the  new  born  king.    Do  
you  ever  pay  a  visit  to  a  king  empty  handed?  In  
Scriptures,  shepherds  come  with  their  sheep,  and  
with  amazing  news  of  the  angelical  announcement  
they  received.  A  the  gift  of  affirmation,  to  Mary’s  and  
Joseph’s  own  announcements  experiences.    They  
brought  with  them  the  gift  of  prescence,  nothing  
more.    That  night  at  the  stable  was  not  a  lonely  night  
for  the  new  family.    The  gift  of  companionship;;  
priceless.      
  
Perhaps,  when  we  spend  less  time  on  shopping  
trips  to  the  mall,  we  may  have  extra  time  to  be  
present  with  those  who  would  welcome  some  of  our  
attention  and  time.  
  
#3    WORSHIP  FULLY  
  
What  is  Christmas  without  Christ?  X-mas?  Mas-s.    X  
marks  the  spot;;  mass?    Really.    There  is  no  helpful  
way  to  avoid  this  one.    We  can  engage  in  all  types  
of  discussions  about  how  do  we  greet  people  at  
Target:    Happy  Holidays  or  Merry  Christmas.    I  
honestly  could  not  care  less  about  that!    Our  
concern,  as  followers  of  Christ,  ought  to  be  how  WE  
(  not  others)  honor  Christ  in  one  of  the  two  Christian  
high  holy  festivals.    Instead  of  imposing  on  others  to  
say  Merry  Christmas,  our  efforts  and  energy  ought  
to  be  fully  engaged  in  our  own  participation  in  
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making  Christmas  merry;;  and  that  is  to  join  together  
en  mas-se  to  worship.    To  be  together  with  the  mass  
(body)  of  Christ.    The  wise  men  who  travelled  from  
Orient  to  give  praises  to  the  new  born  King  were  not  
forced  to  worship  him,  bearing  gifts.    Rather  they  
were  called,  compelled,  convicted  through  their  own  
beliefs  and  practices  (that  is:  reading  the  stars)  to  
come  adore  baby  Jesus:  Emmanuel:  God  with  Us.    
Some  come  let  us  adore  Him!  
  
#4    LOVE  ALL  
  
True  worship  changes  us.    We  leave  behind  our  own  
wants  and  needs  and  we  are  left  with  this  sense  that  
we  are  welcomed,  accepted,  wanted,  and  loved.    
And  that  is  enough!  
  
Old  Simeon  (Luke  2)  held  close  to  his  heart  a  
promise  from  God  that  he  would  not  die  without  
seeing  the  Messiah.    He  was  moved  in  spirit  to  
attend  the  temple,  and  behold  he  crosses  paths  with  
Jesus  family,  who  came  to  present  their  newborn  
son  according  to  the  rite.    Simeon  held  Jesus  in  his  
arms  and  blessed  him  saying:  “[this  is  the  salvation]  
which  you  have  prepared  in  the  sight  of  all  nations:  
a  light  for  revelation  to  the  Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of  
your  people  Israel.”      
  
Jesus  came  so  that  we  all,  the  gentiles,  would  be  
included  in  the  promise  of  Israel.    God  is  an  all  
inclusive  God.    And  ALL  means  ALL.    The  love  we  
have  freely  received,  is  love  freely  given,  so  that  we  
can  also  love  freely.    Have  you  ever  found  a  true  
love  that  is  harmful,  condemming,  or  destructive?    I  
have  yet  to  find  it.    I  suggest:  No.  
  
It  is  nice  to  reconnect  with  the  people  we  love  and  
acre  about  during  the  holidays.    A  nice  way  to  make  
this  season  radical  is  to  see  who  is  left  out?    Who  is  
really  suffering  of  FOMO?    Include  them,  invite  
them,  welcome  them,  want  their  prescence,  and  
love  on  them,  that  same  way  Christ  has  loved  on  
you.    No  conditions.  
  
For  more  information  on  the  Advent  Conspiracy  visit:  
www.adventconspiracy.org.  
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CHURCH NEWS 

 

December Birthdays   

1 -   James T Pawlyk 

6 -   Elanore Foster 

10-  Dennis James 

12-  John Marchitti 

13   Courtney Mould 

13-  Mary Beth Daniels 

20-  Michele Hauryluke 

24-  Pat Melyan 

24-  Kathy Mould 

25-  Doug Bratton 

 

We wish to thank Linda Hackett and her co-
workers at Schechner Lifson Corp. for their 
food drive contributing canned goods, baby 
food, and $200.00 for Cumac. 

 

God with Us – Small Group Thursdays at          
6 PM starting Nov. 29. 

 

Bring your favorite potluck dishes. Pastor’s 
family will provide desserts and drinks.         
ALL ARE WELCOME 

 

Thursday, December 20, 2018 at 6pm              
A Service of reflection, contemplation, and 
meditation for those who are broken hearted 
and need a safe space to grieve, or just be. 

Saturday, December 22, 2018 at 3pm – 
3:30pm.  This is half hour will be packed with 
carols, storytelling, and craft to reconnect 
young families with the Nativity story this 
Christmas.  Appropriate for children 0 – 10 
y.o. and their parents.  Open play and snacks 
afterwards. Registration encouraged! 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
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POEMS  AND  THOUGHTS  
NATIVITY SCENE 
BY DOUG DUNLOP 

      
This is a story that may sometimes 
rhyme, 
 A story and poem both at the same 
time.  
A story of Christmas that happened  
one year, 
At the church on the hill that we all 
hold so dear. 
A Nativity scene was set on the 
terrace with care. 
With figures donated from here and 
there. 
Mary and Joseph were whiter than 
snow,  
but what was their race, I do not 
know. 
They were given by one who had lost 
his legs, 
 like the Tin Man of Oz his heart was 
so big. 
The baby was also part of the crew, 
but he went into a closet to wait for 
his cue.  

At first I thought the baby was gone,  
but he came out on Christmas Eve, 
like in the song. 
Some other figures joined the crew, 
an angel,  
some shepherds and a sheep dog too. 
These were given by one who now 
looks from on high,  
an angel herself up in the sky. 
Then one night as I was checking the 
lights of the scene, 
A figure was moving, now what does 
it mean? 
A little boy had been lifted by his 
father so strong, 
To join with the scene, just like he 
belonged. 
And the lights and the star twinkled 
above.  
So that is the story of a Christmas 
with love.                
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VANTAGE POINT FOR DECEMBER 2018 
“SANTA CLAUSE AND THE LOST CHRISTMAS” 

 
As everyone knows, Santa Clause is a 
spirit. Like the wind, he can be anywhere, 
and everywhere at the same time. 

A long time ago, there was a man named 
Nicholas. He was a real man who loved the 
children and served the poor. 

When he died, he was honored by all the 
children who called him Saint Nicholas, 
and through the children’s love, his 
memory and spirit are kept alive. 

 His spirit, through the power of love, flies 
from heart to heart, bringing  joy to those 
who will only open their hearts, and let 
him in. 

But some people can’t accept that there 
are things they can’t explain or 
understand. They say “How can that be 
Santa when another one is on the next 
corner” or “How can there be Christmas 
when there is so much suffering in the 
world”  

They don’t understand that they have the 
power to stop the suffering and bring peace 
and love to the world, not just at 
Christmas, but every day. 

And so they spoil Christmas for everyone 
else with their “Bah, Humbug” attitude. 

So this is the story of a man who went 
searching for the Lost Christmas. 

He was a very kind man but he had grown 
up very poor. His own father had died when 
he was young and so he became a man 
early. He struggled to support his family, 
giving up his own dreams. But now that 

they were grown he had a new dream to 
help the children. 

But the man was troubled by the attitude 
of some people who only seemed to care 
about themselves,  

And so one day, he dressed up in his warm 
coat, and a big Russian hat and went off to 
find Christmas. 

He searched high and low, in the city and 
the country, in the church and in the 
street. 

He even stopped one day to ask the Easter 
Bunny, “Where is Christmas” 

So the Easter Bunny explained that 
Christmas lives in our hearts, and to find it 
we must open our hearts and fill them with 
love. Not just for some, but for everyone. 

And so the man decided that since he loved 
children, he would do something for them. 

One day he was digging in his garden where 
he found a spoon that said “Feed My 
Sheep” “This is a sign of what I must do to 
bring back Christmas, since nobody can 
really be happy when they are hungry”! 

And so began his mission, which continues 
to this day. 

His spirit lives on in his family and all who 
love children. 

And maybe his spirit is with Saint Nicholas 
somewhere! 
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ONE STAR, ONE SHINING STAR	  
	  
Was a still night with one star	  
And its’ glow was bright as day	  
From the Orient it came afar	  
To the manger where He lay	  
	  
One star, one shining star	  
In the heavens above	  
Bearing glad tidings	  
Of everlasting love 

	  
And the star told of wondrous things	  
For the time was now at hand	  
Twas the child born King of kings	  
Then rejoiced through all the land	  
	  
One star, one shining star	  
In the heavens above	  
Bearing glad tidings	  
Of everlasting love 

	  
“Then once more the star was gone	  
To the east from whence it came	  
Tis a miracle to think upon”	  
Praise be His Name 

	  
Will the great star shine again?	  
“Oh yes”, the angels say 

When  there’s  peace  on  earth,  goodwill  to  men  
Then  the  night  will  be  as  day  

  
One star, one shining star	  
In the heavens above	  
Bearing glad tidings	  
Of everlasting love

The Manger Throne  

Christmas Carol Lyrics 
  

Like  silver  lamps  in  a  distant  shrine,        
The  stars  are  sparkling  bright  
The  bells  of  the  city  of  God  ring  out,  
For  the  Son  of  Mary  is  born  to-night.  
The  gloom  is  past  
And  the  morn  at  last  
Is  coming  with  orient  light.  
  
No  earthly  songs  are  half  so  sweet  
As  those  which  are  filling  the  skies,  
And  never  a  palace  shone  half  so  fair  
As  the  manger-bed  where  our  Saviour  lies;;  
No  night  in  the  year  
Is  half  so  dear  
As  this  which  has  ended  our  sighs.  
  
The  stars  of  heaven  still  shine  as  at  first  
They  gleamed  on  this  wonderful  night;;  
The  bells  of  the  city  of  God  peal  out  
And  the  angels'  song  still  rings  in  the  height,  
And  love  still  turns  
Where  the  Godhead  burns  
Hid  in  flesh  from  fleshly  sight.  
  
Faith  sees  no  longer  the  stable  floor,  
The  pavement  of  sapphire  is  there  
The  clear  light  of  heaven  streams  out  to  the  world  
And  the  angels  of  God  are  crowding  the  air,  
And  heaven  and  earth  
Through  the  spotless  birth  
Are  at  peace  on  this  night  so  fair  

The  words  and  lyrics  of  the  Christmas  Carol  'The  
Manger  Throne'  were  written  by  William  C.  Dix  in  
1867.  William  Chatterton  Dix  (1837-1898)  was  born  in  
Bristol,  England  and  was  the  son  of  a  Doctor.  His  
career  was  spent  in  Insurance  but  he  had  a  life  long  
passion  for  writing  lyrics  for  hymns  and  carols.  The  
music  for  'The  Manger  Throne'  was  composed  by  
Charles  H.  Steggall  (1826-1905)  Steggall  was  
educated  at  Cambridge  and  then  studied  under  
William  Sterndale  Bennett  (1816-1875)  at  the  Royal  
Academy  of  Music.  In  1871  Henry  Ramsden  Bramley  
(1833-1917)  and  John  Stainer  (1840-1901)  published  
the  collection  of  'Christmas  Carols  New  and  Old'  in  
which  'The  Manger  Throne'  was  featured.
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SMILE 
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Bible Quiz on Luke  
Which two books of the New Testament did Luke write? 

a)   Colossians & Galatians 
b)   Luke & Colossians 
c)   Galatians & The Acts 
d)   Luke & The Acts 

What was Luke's occupation? 

a)   fisherman 
b)   physician 
c)   soldier 
d)   tax collector 

Which famous missionary did Luke travel and teach with? 

a)   John 
b)   Peter 
c)   James 
d)   Paul 

Which of these narratives was recorded only by Luke? 

a)   visit of the wise men 
b)   visit of Gabriel to Mary (The Annunciation) 
c)   the turning of water to wine 
d)   raising Lazarus from the dead 

Which of these narratives was recorded only by Luke? 

a)   visit of the shepherds to baby Jesus 
b)   visit of Nicodemus 
c)   the woman at the well 
d)   Jesus' ascension 

  

ANSWERS TO LAST MONTH’S BIBLE QUIZ 

•   How many verses are there in the bible? over 31,000 

•   Which church in Asia minor did Jesus say was "lukewarm"? Laodicea 

•   Which is not a name given for the devil in the bible? the Dark One 
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HOLIDAY RECIPE FROM LIDIA BASTIANICH 

ROASTED SWEET AND YUKON GOLD POTATOES SIDE DISH 

Ingredients	  

2	  POUNDS	  YUKON	  GOLD	  POTATOES,	  PEELED	  AND	  CUT	  INTO	  1	  ½-‐‑INCH	  PIECES	  

2	  POUNDS	  SWEET	  POTATOES,	  PEELED	  AND	  CUT	  INTO	  2-‐‑INCH	  PIECES	  

¼	  CUP	  EXTRA-‐‑VIRGIN	  OLIVE	  OIL	  

6	  GARLIC	  CLOVES,	  CRUSHED	  AND	  PEELED	  

1	  TABLESPOON	  FRESH	  THYME	  LEAVES,	  COARSELY	  CHOPPED	  

2	  TEASPOONS	  KOSHER	  SALT	  

½	  CUP	  FRESHLY	  SQUEEZED	  LEMON	  JUICE	  

Preheat the oven to 425 degrees. In a large bowl, toss together the potatoes, sweet potatoes, olive 
oil, garlic, thyme, and salt. 

Spread the potatoes and sweet potatoes on a rimmed sheet pan (or two if necessary, depending 
on the size of your pan; you want them in one layer). In a measuring cup, whisk the lemon juice 
with ½ cup water. Pour this over the potatoes. Roast on the bottom rack, tossing by scraping with 
a spatula a few times, until the potatoes are golden on all sides and have soaked up all of the 
liquid, about 35 to 40 minutes. Remove garlic and serve immediately. 
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Administrative Support Maureen Grant 
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Please send your contributions for the 
January issue of The Spirit by December  20, 
2018 to the editor at reneev1@verizon.net. 
Consider events, news, stories, poems, 
recipes, or photos. Thank You. 
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